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Wunderbolt is a new take on summer camp developed by the Lab for Social Overview
Machines in the MIT Media Lab that remotely connects children ages 8-12 with People

In this Project: both trained volunteer coaches and other participating children over the

Overview summer. We expose children to fun, personalized enrichment activities and
projects (both digital and physical) to foster curiosity and creativity in children

People during the pandemic.

Project Contact: We aim to embody the feeling of summer camp—where kids are engaged,

wunderbolt@media.mit empowered, excited, and enthusiastic to play, be challenged, connect with
edu

peers, and learn through doing. At Wunderbolt, every activity and project is
Other Press Inquiries . . C e . ..
hand-picked and personalized for the individual child to spark creativity, fun, and
wonder!
Groups

This program has been registered through MIT’s Protection of Minors program.

SIGN-UP FOR WUNDERBOLT TODAY!

Family SignUp Coach SignUp

SESSION 1: June 29nd-July 24th

We plan to offer multiple Wunderbolt sessions this summer giving families and
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coaches opportunities for flexibility in their participation over time. See Our
Approach below for more details about the program.

Given that Wunderbolt is starting as a small local pilot, we are excited to be
learning with and from you as we go! Participation in this program is free of

charge to all families.
Session1Schedule:

We match coaches and families by interest areas and relevant context.

At the beginning of each week: 1) a physical challenge kit that introduces the
week’s theme will be delivered to each child; and 2) coaches send the child a
curated list of personalized activities and projects that align with his or her

interests, passions, and motivations.

During each week: the coach and child will check-in, collaborate and play

together both through text message and video call.

At the end of each week: all participating children and their coaches join a group
video call during which they share, play, and complete weekly challenges.

Sample Weekly Schedule: Credit:
Michelle Shen
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
Child receives | Coach sends Coach texts Coach and Coach and Newsletter
physical child activities child to check- child attend child attend sent to families
challenge kitin | & personalized | in & offer scheduled group video from
mail from projects based  individualized weekly video call with share Wunderbolt
Wunderbolt on child’'s support for call out and team
team that interests & activities and challenge
introduces weekly theme project completion
week's theme

4= 4=+ ¢+« «Child has ongoing access to coach via text message———————————

Note: We recognize that mailed physical kits may have some risk of contact
spread of the virus. Our team is aware of this risk and will take all necessary

precautions to keep kits as clean and safe as possible.
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Credit:
Kelly Sikkema

OURAPPROACH

For Children and Families: The Wunderbolt team recognizes that with remote
schooling wrapping up and many summer camps and activities being delayed
and even canceled this summer, kids are craving opportunities to connect with
others and have fun! We also know that parents and caregivers are balancing
the new roles they are playing for their children with all of their other obligations
during this tumultuous time. That's why our team created Wunderbolt which
aims to fill these gaps during the summer months!

By enrolling your child in Wunderbolt, they can look forward to:

Personalized, independent, and most-importantly fun enrichment activities and

projects.
Individualized support and regular connections with a trained coach.

Regular opportunities for social connections with other participating kids.

Wunderbolt aims to minimize the burden on children’s parents and caregivers
by providing children with curated activities, projects, and challenges along with
the materials and support they will need to complete them, whether physical or
digital. We also provide parents and caregivers with visibility into all aspects of
children’s interactions with coaches and each other. The activities and projects
that coaches share will be both motivated by your child's interests and will be
directly supported by the coach.

For Coaches: The Wunderbolt team is in awe of the amazing generosity and
motivation we've seen in our communities in direct response to the pandemic.
We know that there are many people out there looking to volunteer their time
and resources to help others during this time of instability. Through coaching,
we hope to provide volunteers with a new and different way to get involved that
is low burden, yet highimpact!
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Commitment and Supports: We will host a 2-hour virtual training for coaches
during the week of June 22nd to prepare them for Session 1. The Wunderbolt
team will closely support coaches throughout the four-week session. We
anticipate that a coach will spend 3 hours per week on average coaching a
child.

Credit:
Aaron Burden

OURTEAM
Wunderbolt was conceived of in the Lab for Social Machines (LSM) at the MIT
Media Labin spring 2020 when a group of graduate students, staff, and faculty

came together to try to tackle some of the new educational challenges
surfaced by the COVID-19 pandemic. The program builds on years of Social
Machines research focused on creating connected learning opportunities and
building systems to scaffold children’s playful, open-ended learning, including

with the support of coaches.

WE'D LOVE TOHEAR FROM YOU
If you have any questions or comments, please email

wunderbolt@media.mit.edu.

people
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